
Student Affairs Committee
Report to Faculty Senate

4.13.22

The committee had its second meeting of the spring semester on March 3, 2022 and
discussed the following:

I. Student Conduct Code Procedures - Revisions are proposed by Interim Dean of Student
Services, Kami Kato, and Title IX Coordinator, Tom Hirsbrunner. The procedure is being
proposed for an almost complete overhaul including:

A. Providing more flexibility to investigate a case - which reflects what is already
being practiced. The revised procedure outlines the following. Once a report is
made, the Student Conduct Code officer investigates to see if there's merit to the
report (i.e., a policy was violated). If there's merit to the report, the Student
Conduct Code officer tries to first resolve the matter informally via voluntary
resolution. If the informal resolution is not an option or doesn't go well, then a
formal investigation is launched. There's also language in the policy that allows a
student to go back to voluntary resolution even once he/she has reached the
"formal investigation" stage. As observed in practice, most of the time students
submit to a voluntary resolution. Conditions of a voluntary resolution can still be
severe (e.g., suspension) to match the offense. This outlined process better
aligns with our Title IX procedures.

B. Providing a timeline in which an investigation must be wrapped up to tighten up
the process to one semester. The current policy has no timeline established.

C. Taking out the Student Appellate Board and replacing it with an Appellate Officer
(which would be our VCAA) to respond to student appeals. Student appeals are
when a student questions the process of the investigation on the grounds of 1)
the process was not conducted fairly, 2) the finding was not based on substantial
information, 3) the sanction was not aligned with the infraction, or 4) new
information came to light. The advantage of this is it reduces the training needs to
just one person versus a board that could change in membership with each new
case.

The committee reviewed the procedure and supported making a motion for the Faculty
Senate to accept these revisions and move them forward to the administration for
consideration.

II. Student Academic Grievance - The committee will start to investigate making revisions
to the procedure.

III. Student Complaint Process. Student Government advisor, Lexer Chou, shared students
have several concerns about this document: 1) Hard to find on the website, 2) Students
don’t know who the division chair is linked to an instructor, 3) Concerns over Step 1
which requires students to speak with their instructor - what if non-responsive or student



feels uncomfortable approaching? The committee will keep this item on its agenda for
further discussion in later meetings.

Next meeting will be on April 20, 12:00-1:30pm


