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The S-Designation requests approval of the following action:
● Reduce the S-designation % threshold from 60% to 30%.

1. Historical Background

a. In 2015, University of Hawaiʻi Mānoa’s President, David Lassner adopted
Executive Policy 4.202 on System Sustainability. The Executive Policy
4.202 on System Sustainability has defined goals in five main areas:

i. Operations
ii. Curriculum
iii. Research and scholarship
iv. Campus and community engagement, and
v. Cultural connections

The goal the S-Designation Committee is addressing falls under curriculum,
which is “the development of appropriate new courses and programs related to
sustainability that articulate across campuses.”

b. In Fall 2019, S-designation courses were first approved.
c. In Fall 2020, the ASC in Sustainability was offered for the first time.
d. Currently, there are 27 courses approved with an S-designation.

2. Justification for lowering
a. Lowering the 60 percent threshold would open S-Designation to

non-science disciplines.  Any discipline could incorporate sustainability
into their courses and receive the designation if they desired.  The original
intent of the S-Designation was to be open to all disciplines and
instructors. This would enable students with an interest in sustainability to
take courses while meeting their general education requirements.

b. Lowering the 60 percent threshold would align Leeward CC S-Designation
more closely with other units in the UH System.  While requirements for
S-Designation vary among units within the System, Leeward CC currently
stands alone in only offering the 60 percent threshold. In other words,
other campuses have found a way to be more inclusive by offering the

https://www.hawaii.edu/policy/?action=viewPolicy&policySection=ep&policyChapter=4&policyNumber=202&menuView=closed


S(ustainability)-Related (10%) option or lowering the threshold for the
S-designation. (Table: S-Designation at UH System units)

c. Lowering the 60 percent threshold would better position Leeward CC’s
course offerings when new GE requirements are introduced since
Sustainability has been identified as one of the “Capacities” in the current
General Education Revision.

3. Instructors teaching these course have told the committee they would like to

apply for S-Designation if the % is lowered:

● AMT 100

● AMT 144

● AMT 152

● CUL 223

● ENG 100

● ENG 200

● GEO 151

● GEO 102

● HWST 107

● OCN 201

Please note:

1. Sustainability is not a GE requirement.  Students and instructors participate

based on their individual interests.

2. The proposed change does not affect the requirements for the ASC.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fKssZeBRNyWjW_G4_jZiy1QyRKVTfgKFstcFXaod7Bc/edit?usp=sharing

