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The Pūkoʻa no nā ʻEwa Council at Leeward Community College is dedicated to improving 

the lives of Native Hawaiians through higher education and advocating for leadership 
development, Hawaiian language and cultural parity, and strong community engagement. The 
Council advocates for the collegeʻs commitment to becoming a model indigenous-serving 
institution and a Native Hawaiian place of learning by advising the Chancellor on matters that 
pertain to Native Hawaiians in higher education and representing the Native Hawaiian voice on 
search committees and policy review. 

 
 Nā ʻEwa Council envisions a puʻuhonua at the college, a Native Hawaiian educational 

sanctuary, that enriches the community through Hawaiian cultural values. This is crucial as the 
college currently serves upwards of 1500 Native Hawaiian students, who account for the largest 
ethnic group within the student body.  However, the recent events on Mauna Kea have brought a 
sense of unrest and strife making it difficult for the college to foster a safe space for the 
community in light of the University of Hawaiʻi’s role in the development of the Thirty Meter 
Telescope (TMT). 

 
The Council acknowledges that the current situation on Mauna Kea has created an 

emotionally fraught environment for Leeward Community College students, Native Hawaiians and 
non-native, both on campus and on Mauna Kea.  We are deeply concerned for the safety and 
well-being of our students, staff, and faculty who are working to fulfill their life responsibilities 
while carrying the weight of this controversy, which has caused trauma for many in the community. 
 

The Council commends the kia’i (protectors) and supporters at Pu‘uhonua o Pu‘uhuluhulu 
for exemplifying Kapu Aloha through a non-violent movement. The kia’i foster a safe place for the 
community to voice their thoughts and to educate through the establishment of the Pu‘uhuluhulu 
University.  These actions align with the University of Hawaiʻi System’s commitment to become a 
model indigenous-serving institution. 
 

Nā ʻEwa Council joins the voices of the other University of Hawaiʻi System Native Hawaiian 
Councils in condemning any action against University of Hawaiʻi students and kiaʻi of our 
communities who are protecting Mauna Kea.  We demand that the President of the University of 
Hawai’i uphold the system’s commitment to Hawaiʻi’s indigenous people by rescinding TMT’s lease 
of lands atop Mauna Kea and permanently halting the construction of the TMT. 

 


