
Legislative Relations Committee Annual Report
Fall 2021 - Spring 2022

Purpose
Apprise the Faculty Senate, and, by extension, the faculty and staff at large, of legislative events and actions
affecting Leeward CC’s stakeholders and mission.

Committee membership
● Erika Molyneux, Chair
● Reina Oijiri
● Naiad Wong
● Faustino Dagdag
● Fa‘amaile (Betty) Ickes
● Michael Oishi, honorary member

Meeting dates
● Sep. 10, 2021
● Nov. 12, 2021
● Jan. 6, 2022
● Feb. 4, 2022
● Mar. 8, 2022
● April 5, 2022

Motions
On behalf of the Legislative Relations Committee, Senator Molyneux moved to approve the 2022 Legislative
Relations Priorities Letter.

The motion passed unanimously at the December 8, 2021 meeting.

Accomplishments
2022 Legislative Relations Priorities Letter

● With assistance from Michael Oishi, Michele Igarashi, and faculty input, the committee drafted, iterated,
passed a Faculty Senate motion, and sent the 2022 Legislative Relations Priorities Letter to legislators.

● The letter urged legislators to restore the UH-System budget to pre pandemic levels and informed them
of the scope of work full-time UHCC employees do to keep our community colleges running smoothly.

● The hope was that if the budget was restored, hiring freezes preventing the college from hiring full-time
faculty and staff would be lifted.

BOR Meeting Attendance
Members attended and reported on two BOR meetings, giving insight into the inner workings of the UH System
and on the impact of current legislation.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VD5XfPoubZAerQaUzg2rSqIr6zc1Um7r/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VD5XfPoubZAerQaUzg2rSqIr6zc1Um7r/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VD5XfPoubZAerQaUzg2rSqIr6zc1Um7r/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VD5XfPoubZAerQaUzg2rSqIr6zc1Um7r/view?usp=sharing


Legislative Testimony Template Letters
Contributed to legislative testimony letter templates:

● Opposition to SD3269
● Opposition to SD3269 SD1
● Committee members also sent numerous personal testimony and letters to legislators throughout the

legislative session

Gathered Legislative Resources
● Capitol Website - Generally houses all information about the legislature
● Public Access Room - Resources for understanding legislative process
● UH Government Relations
● UHPA Legislative Action Center - Resource for following important information and for taking action.
● Hawaii Senate YouTube - live stream meetings
● Hawaii House of Representatives YouTube -live stream meetings
● Some bills are designed to send a message, not become law. See Civil Beat Article to read up on

legislative tactics that kill bills.

Notified Campus of best practices for engaging in legislative process:
● Sent a notification for legislative advocacy training via the Leeward CC faculty & staff listserv
● How to Submit Oral and Written Testimony
● Sign up for hearing notifications & bill tracking at https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/
● Familiarize oneself with legislative process, bills, and measures
● Email appropriate committee chair, vice chair, and legislators in your district
● Limit communication to a 1 page attachment if possible
● Make sure to reference the bill number
● Officially post written testimony and testify live at hearings

Bills Tracked
● Tracked 141 bills and 7 resolutions this legislative session impacting Leeward CC stakeholders and the

public at large.
○ See 2022 Bills Tracked

*Note: On the bill spreadsheet, the highlighted bills in yellow most directly affect our institution,
orange is related to K12 education, and green indicates important issues for ALL residents.

● 89 Hearing Notices Sent This legislative session

Legislative Highlights
Senator Donna Mercado Kim

● None of Senator Kim’s bills micromanaging and disempowering the UHCC System and UH BOR
passed, thanks, in part to great advocacy of the committee, Faculty Senate members, Leeward
Community College faculty and staff, and other UH System colleagues.

● The Legislative Relations Committee and Leeward CC Faculty Senate submitted a vote of No
Confidence in Senator Kim due to her track record of consistent attacks on the UH System.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vS24dNEiR84KIIA_ltORrG9IDG2GJM6e54Ds2cg2IBY/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15mp3Z5aEnARO1QwiRk_BOmNSaGtOfZD60ddqpG_yGQA/copy
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/redirect.aspx?page=https://lrb.hawaii.gov/par/
https://www.hawaii.edu/offices/government-relations/
https://www.uhpa.org/issues/legislative-action-center/
https://www.youtube.com/c/HawaiiSenate/featured
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvoLAX1ww3e63K8qQ5of0bw
https://www.civilbeat.org/2022/02/danny-de-gracia-how-the-legislature-kills-bills-in-silence-without-even-a-vote/
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/docs/testimonyinstructions.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/12j2h5rhcd9JBc2AoTDJWf6kVM92t2nlSl1nHMBexZ0c/edit?usp=sharing


Bills that are still passing
Directly impacting Leeward CC

1. Budget/Bargaining
○ HB1600 HD1 SD2 CD1 - Final state budget. Kalbert Young, UH Vice President for Budget and

Finance and Chief Financial Officer of the UH System will post a summary after the May 5
closing of the legislative session.

○ The House and Senate agreed on this final budget bill after going into conference committee
over differences of opinion.

○ According to Kalbert Young’s April 19th budget summary, the UH System was:
■ Given more money than requested for items that were not requested
■ Cut 90 positions, including three that are not currently vacant
■ Given 23 provisos for spending budgeted funds, essentially creating legislative initiatives
■ Needed to check compliance with the Maintenance of Effort (MOE) provision in federal

coronavirus response packages (CARES, ARPA, etc.), which ensures that lower and
higher education continue to receive their pre-pandemic percentage of the state budget.
Noncompliance could jeopardize hundreds of millions of dollars of federal aid to the
state.

○ HB921_HD1_SD1 - Provides appropriations for collective bargaining cost items for the
members of Unit (7) and their excluded counterparts, including the cost of salary adjustments
negotiated between the State and the bargaining unit representative for fiscal biennium
2021-2023. Effective 7/1/2050. 4/26/22 - Received notice of discharge of all conferees

○ SB2788 SD1 HD1 CD1 - Appropriates and authorizes funds for collective bargaining cost items
for the members of Unit (7)

○ SB2707 SD1 HD1 CD1 - Requires the employer to initiate negotiations on repricing of classes
within a bargaining unit within thirty days of the employer's receipt of the exclusive
representative's written request to negotiate. Establishes that the employer's failure to initiate
the negotiation within such time frame or the parties' failure to reach an agreement within ninety
days of the exclusive representative's written request to negotiate or by January 31 of a year in
which the collective bargaining agreement is due to expire, whichever is earlier, constitutes an
impasse to which the impasse procedures in section 89-11, Hawaii Revised Statutes, shall
apply.

2. Tuition
○ HB1488 HD1 SD2 - Requires the tuition residency rules for the University of Hawaii to grant the

resident tuition fee for enrollment at any University of Hawaii campus, including any community
college, to individuals who have obtained a Hawaii high school diploma or equivalent credential
and are working toward an undergraduate degree, under certain conditions. - 4/29/22 -
Received notice of discharge of conferees (Decision not posted)

3. Workforce Readiness
○ HB1561 HD1 SD2 CD1 - Establishes within the department of education a workforce readiness

program to provide opportunities for students to earn associate degrees, workforce
development diplomas, pre-apprenticeship certificates, and other industry-recognized
certificates. Requires the department to designate schools, including adult community schools,
to participate in the program.

○ SB2826 SD2 HD1 CD1 - Establishes a career development success program within the
Department of Education to provide financial incentives for participating public high schools to
encourage students enrolled in grades nine through twelve to enroll in and successfully

https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/HB1600_CD1_.htm
https://www.hawaii.edu/news/2022/04/19/legislative-update-senate-budget-2022/
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/HB921_SD1_.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/SB2788_CD1_.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/SB2707_CD1_.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/HB1488_SD2_.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/HB1561_CD1_.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/SB2826_CD1_.htm


complete qualified industry-credential programs. Establishes a similar program for public charter
schools. Appropriates funds.

4. Teaching Cohort
○ SB2359 SD1 HD1 - Requires the University of Hawaii to establish in each county, K-12

expanded teaching cohort programs for students who are pursuing undergraduate degrees in
education. Requires interim reports prior to the regular sessions of 2023, 2024, and 2025, and a
final report prior to the regular session of 2026. Repeals 12/31/26.

5. Local Agriculture
○ HB1568 HD2 SD2 CD1 - Requires the department of education, department of health,

department of public safety, department of defense, and University of Hawaii system to ensure
that a certain percentage of food purchased for public schools, youth campuses, public
hospitals, public prisons, and University of Hawaii system academic programs consists of fresh,
local agricultural products or local value-added, processed, agricultural, or food products.
Requires each of those departments and the University of Hawaii system to annually report to
the legislature on progress made toward meeting these benchmarks and clarifies the
information to be reported.

○ SB2928 SD3 HD1 - Establishes a working group to study and prepare an implementation plan
for agricultural career pathways and report to the legislature.

6. Wahiawa
○ SB2480 SD2 HD2 - Requires the Office of the Governor to negotiate the State's fee simple

acquisition of the Wahiawa Irrigation System on the island of Oahu. Authorizes and appropriates
moneys for the Department of Agriculture, Agribusiness Development Corporation, and
Department of Land and Natural Resources to purchase, repair, and maintain the Wahiawa
Irrigation System and an associated spillway. 4/20/22 - House and Senate Conferencees were
appointed

7. Electronic Information & Technology Accessibility
○ SB2144 SD1 HD1 CD1 - Requires that all electronic information technology developed,

purchased, used, or provided by a state entity be made accessible to persons with disabilities.
Requires the Office of Enterprise Technology Services, in consultation with the Disability and
Communication Access Board and a working group comprising stakeholders, to develop and
publish electronic information technology accessibility standards to be implemented by all state
entities. Requires review and amendment of the standards every 3 years after the date of
publication, or as needed, to reflect advances or changes in information technology.

8. Freedom of the Press for Student Journalists
○ HB1848 HD2 SD1 - Establishes freedom of press protections for student journalists producing

school-sponsored media or university-sponsored media unless subject to certain exceptions.
9. Title IX

○ HB1775 HD2 SD3 CD1 - Requires annual reporting by the University of Hawaii, department of
education, and state public charter school commission to the legislature on the number and
types of Title IX cases and other relevant information. Appropriates funds to the department of
education for equity training.

10. Data Sharing
○ HB1885 HD1 SD1 CD1 - Establishes a chief data officer and data task force within the office of

enterprise technology services to develop, implement, and manage statewide data policies,
procedures, and standards and to facilitate data sharing across state agencies.

11. Minimum Wage

https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/SB2359_HD1_.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/HB1568_CD1_.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/SB2928_HD1_.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/SB2480_HD2_.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/SB2144_CD1_.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/HB1848_SD1_.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/HB1775_CD1_.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/HB1885_CD1_.htm


○ HB2510 HD2 SD1 CD1 - Makes the state earned income tax credit refundable and permanent.
Provides for carryforward of nonrefundable credits previously claimed. Incrementally increases
the minimum wage and tip credit beginning on 10/1/2022.

12. ‘Olelo Hawai‘i
○ HB2491 HD2 SD2 CD1 - Requires all letterhead of the State and counties to include consistent

Hawaiian names, words, and spelling. Requires the governor, lieutenant governor, state
legislators, and heads of principal departments to prominently display a Hawaiian translation of
the name of their respective office or department at least once on the main page of their official
website and in the letterhead of their stationary.

Impacting the general population

13. Underground Storage Tanks
○ HB2514 HD1 SD1 - Beginning July 1, 2023, prohibits the operation of underground storage

tanks with a capacity greater than 100,000 gallons.
○ SB2600 SD2 HD2 CD1 - Beginning 7/1/2022, prohibits issuance of permits for future large

capacity underground storage tank systems mauka of the underground injection control line.
Beginning 7/1/2022, prohibits operation of, and renewal of permits for, large capacity
underground storage tank systems located mauka of the underground injection control line,
except for maintenance necessary to safely support defueling, environmental requirements,
operations directly related to defueling or actions required in emergency situations.

14. Renewable Energy
○ SB2483 SD2 HD1 - Includes as an objective in energy-related planning for the State's facility

systems that all new utility scale electricity generation projects be renewable. Conference
Committee Meeting was to reconvene on Thursday, 04-28-22; not decision posted

15. Mauna Kea
○ HB2024 HD1 SD2 - Establishes the Mauna Kea Stewardship and Oversight Authority as the

sole authority for the management of Mauna Kea lands. Requires the Authority to manage land
uses; human activities, other uses, and access; stewardship; education; research; disposition;
and overall operations on its respective lands. Authorizes the Authority to develop a framework
to allow astronomy development on Mauna Kea. Declares astronomy as a state policy. Requires
the Authority to establish advisory groups. Allows the Authority to limit certain commercial use
and activities on Mauna Kea on its respective jurisdictional lands. Provides certain restrictions
on leases and a moratorium on new leases. Requires the timely decommissioning of certain
telescopes. Allows the Authority to require an application and fee for all recreational users of
Mauna Kea. Establishes the Mauna Kea management special fund. Transfers rights, duties, and
positions from the University of Hawaii to the Authority. Exempts positions under the Authority
from civil service requirements. Requires an audit of the Mauna Kea Stewardship and Oversight
Authority. Appropriates funds.

16. LGBTQ
○ SB2670 SD2 HD2 CD1 - Establishes the Hawaii state lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender,

queer, plus commission to provide for a statewide program, on a permanent and continuing
basis, on the status of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, plus individuals in Hawaii.

17. Vaping
○ HB1570 HD1 SD2 - Bans the sale of flavored tobacco products and mislabeled e liquid

products. Establishes fines.

https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/HB2510_CD1_.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/HB2491_CD1_.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/HB2514_SD1_.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/SB2600_CD1_.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/SB2483_HD1_.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/HB2024_SD2_.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/SB2670_CD1_.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/HB1570_SD2_.htm


18. Menstrual Equality
○ SB2821 SD2 HD1 CD1 Requires the Department of Education to provide menstrual products

free of charge to all students on all public school campuses.
19. Peer-to-peer car sharing

○ HB1971 HD2 SD1 CD1 - Authorizes and regulates peer-to-peer car-sharing programs. Imposes
the general excise tax and rental motor vehicle surcharge tax on peer-to-peer car-sharing
programs. Requires those persons engaging or continuing in a peer-to-peer car-sharing
program to register with the department of taxation.

20. Elections
○ HB1883 HD1 SD1 - Requires the exterior of the envelope containing the ballot package for

elections by mail to include instructions on how to obtain language translation services in
Hawaiian and certain other non-English languages. Applies to all elections beginning with the
2024 primary election.

21. Constitutional Amendments
○ SB2347 SD1 HD1 CD1 - Requires the language and meaning of any proposed constitutional

amendment and ratification question to be simple, concise, and direct to the extent practicable.
Allows the presiding officers of the legislature to request a written opinion of the supreme court
regarding the legality of a proposed constitutional amendment and ratification question.

22. Subsidizing Low-Income Earners
○ HB2233 HD1 SD2 - Authorizes the department of human services to provide housing assistance

subsidies of up to $500 per month to TANF and TAONF program participants who are
participating in the first-to-work program. Appropriates funds.

23. Red Light Imaging Detector Systems
○ HB2336 HD2 SD2 CD1 - Clarifies certain provisions in chapter 291J, Hawaii Revised Statutes,

to better reflect the legislative intent of the photo red light imaging detector systems program.
Amends Act 30, Session Laws of Hawaii 2020, as amended, to account for the current timetable
of the photo red light imaging detector systems program.

Goals, Priorities, & Future Endeavors
● Monitor & advocate for topics addressed in the 2021 and 2022 Legislative Relations Priorities Letters.
● Encourage increased communications from constituents to their lawmakers in their district
● Continue to get on key legislators’ mailing list for updates on legislative happenings
● Expand communications to faculty with opportunities to engage in the legislative process
● Encourage legislative awareness, advocacy, and committee actions at other community colleges.

https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/SB2821_CD1_.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/HB1971_CD1_.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/HB1883_SD1_.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/SB2347_HD1_.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/HB2233_SD2_.htm
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/HB2336_CD1_.htm
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1mz8qhf3CidyLntymN4pLfMjl81FIMEMhmObv5qKNCrE/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VD5XfPoubZAerQaUzg2rSqIr6zc1Um7r/view?usp=sharing

