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Leeward Community College Faculty Senate 

AIS Committee Report April 14, 2021 

 

The AIS Committee did not formally meet, but has communicated via email since the 

last Faculty Senate meeting in March 10, 2021 meeting. The AIS Committee has the 

following items to report.   

 

Action items from March 19, 2021 meeting.  

1)  the status of the modified Facilities Use Application form; 

2)  Faculty “view-only” access to the facilities booking software; 

Update As Of March 11, 2021 

VCAS Lori Hayashi report 

We are updating the site that will be available after summer and will also be 

retraining the secretaries of updates to the system. She confirmed that the modifications 

to the Facilities Use application and faculty view-only access to the facility booking 

software will be addressed in this update. 

 

New Items 

Faculty Senate AIS Committee members reported the following concerns. 

1) What is the campus doing to address air circulation and ventilation; this is 

weighing on faculty decision to do face to face or online for another semester.  

VCAS response (April 13, 2021):   

Air circulation-- information is found on Page 10 of the document, Interim Plan for 

Reopening, Fall 2020 found at 

https://www.leeward.hawaii.edu/files/Leeward_CC_Interim_Plan_Reopening_Campus_202

0September10. Click on the link,  "Complete Facilities and Space Operational Plan" and 

scroll to Section VI, Engineering Controls - Air Conditioning and Ventilation Systems.   

 

The report is quite technical. But my takeaway from this report is that there is a variety 

of filtration systems:  

https://www.leeward.hawaii.edu/files/Leeward_CC_Interim_Plan_Reopening_Campus_2020September10
https://www.leeward.hawaii.edu/files/Leeward_CC_Interim_Plan_Reopening_Campus_2020September10
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 re-circulating fresh air with the cooled air,  

o Approximately 10 to 20 percent of the cooled air that is re-circulated 

through a building is fresh air. 

 bipolar ionization systems, 

o These systems have additional benefits of particle reduction, odor 

neutralization, and elimination of pathogens while not restricting air flow 

and providing energy savings.  The bipolar ionization systems are being 

reviewed as a possible retrofit option. 

  UV lights,  

o UV lights have proven to be effective against such things as bacteria, 

mold, viruses, and allergens 

 ductless split air conditioning  

a. The ductless split air conditioning units do not have systems that re-

circulate air nor do they draw in fresh air into these spaces. 

Monthly maintenance of the system is performed by Johnson Controls, Inc. and includes 

maintenance of building/room thermostats, discharge air temperature sensors, and 

general system troubleshooting. 

 

I only highlighted, from a lengthier report, the information that I felt was relevant to the 

concern; i.e. the air filtration system. I strongly recommend that everyone read the 

report for further understanding and also to see which system is used in their building. I 

invited the VCAS and Grant Okamura, the Aux & Facilities Service Manager to join the 

Faculty Senate meeting to help with explanations of the air filtration system but they 

were not available.  Direct further questions on this topic to: 

Lori Lei Hayashi, Vice Chancellor Administrative Services lhayashi@hawaii.edu 

Grant Okamura, Aux and Facility Service Manager okamurag@hawaii.edu 

 

2) EMC has recurring problems with high humidity in the AC of the Educational 

Media Center; they are concerned that the dehumidifier on the roof of the 

building may not be working (again). The high humidity levels can potentially 

cause damage to expensive camera equipment and other studio equipment. 

mailto:lhayashi@hawaii.edu
mailto:okamurag@hawaii.edu
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So as a short-term fix, EMC has been using multiple portable dehumidifier 

units running continuously; the water collection buckets have to be dumped 

twice a day by EMC staff. When the building’s dehumidifier was working 

properly these smaller units did not collect any water at all. It is probable that 

something changed with the building. Grant (Okamura) was informed, but no 

recent update has been received. EMC wants an update on this repair issue.  

VCAS response (April 13, 2021):   

EMC humidity - According to Grant, the contractors attempted to replace a belt a few 

weeks ago, [no date given] but need to return with a different one. 

 

I will follow up with Lori on this item. I also recommend that the Faculty Senate 

Executive Committee share this concern directly with the VCAS and Chancellor. The 

contractor must be more responsive given the delicate nature of EMC’s equipment and 

the potential financial loss for our college. Monitoring and servicing the trays of the 

portable dehumidifier also negatively impacts productivity hours and interferes with 

staff and faculty performing their primary responsibilities.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Sania Fa’amaile Betty Ickes, 

Chair, Faculty Senate AIS Committee 

 

 


