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Curriculum Committee Meeting 
August 30, 2007 

BS-107 
 

Attending:  Stanley May (Chair), Erica Balbag-Gerard, Michael Bauer, Ann Berner, 
Weirong Cai, James Fujita, Michael Fujita, Christian Ganne, Rodney Hirokawa, Jeffery 
Judd, Roy Kamida, Della Kunimune, Laurie Kuribayashi, Michael Lane, Jan S. Lee, 
Laurie Libarios, Michael Nester, Kehau Pu’u, Julie Sagliano, Diane Sakai, Greg Walker, 
Jennifer Watada 
 
Guests:  None. 
 
Handouts (To obtain any of the following, contact Chair May) 
 Meeting Agenda 
 Minutes 
 Voting Sheet 
  

I. Call to Order 
II. Minutes:  The May 3, 2007, minutes were approved as written. 

III. Status Report 
 Chairman May reported the following: 

A. Committee workload.  Chairman May noted the extraordinary workload 
handled by the Committee last year and thanked the Committee for its hard 
work.  

B. Committee membership.  Committee membership includes full 
representation from all divisions, with the exception of the Social Sciences 
division (which has only two, rather than three, members).  Chairman May is 
working on completing the membership roster for the Social Sciences 
division. 

C. Subcommittee leadership.  Chairman May is in the process of appointing 
subcommittee chairpersons. 

D. Release time.  Administration has increased the release time for the 
chairman’s position from three to six credits per semester and has approved, 
on a trial basis, release time for the secretary’s position in the amount of three 
credits per semester. 

E. Copies of agenda and minutes.  Chairman May will continue to e-mail 
copies of the agenda and minutes to the Committee members prior to the 
meeting.  Hard copies will no longer be provided at the meeting. 

F. Meeting schedule.  Committee meetings will be held on the following dates 
during the Fall 2007 semester:  September 13, October 4, October 25, 
November 15, and December 6.  

IV. Rejection of Proposed Change in Curriculum Committee Structure 
 Chairman May informed the Committee that a proposal had been made to 
divide the Committee into two separate groups.  The basis of the proposal was 
to address the heavy workload of each Committee member.   
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 Under the proposal, the Committee would be divided into two groups, 
with representation from each division.  The Committee’s workload would be 
divided equally between the two groups, with each group responsible only for 
its share of the workload.  The result of the split would be that each Committee 
member would then be responsible for reviewing only half of all submissions 
to the Committee. 
 After discussion, the Committee voted to reject the proposal (19 members 
voted against the proposal; 2 members voted for the proposal).    

 
V. Solicitation of Comments on Faculty Guide 

A. Before opening the floor for comments on the guide (the “Faculty Guide”) for 
faculty submitting proposals to the Committee, Chairman May recognized and 
thanked Professor Ann Berner for creating and continuing to update the 
Faculty Guide. 

B. Discussion of the Faculty Guide included the following: 
1. Field 29:  If a specific textbook is referenced, no date should be shown. 
2. Committee members were invited to send comments and suggestions to 

Professor Berner for consideration and possible subsequent discussion 
by the Committee. 

 
VI.  Adoption of Policy to Address Committee’s Increased Workload 

After discussion, the Committee unanimously adopted the following policy:  
  The Curriculum Committee’s workload has increased tremendously 
because of assessment activities and requirements.   
  In an effort to maximize the efficiency and timeliness with which the 
Committee can address the increased number of proposals submitted for 
review, the Committee adopts the following policy: 
  A course or program proposal may be rejected by the Committee and 
returned to the proposer for resubmission the following year if the Committee 
determines that the proposal cannot be adequately and efficiently reviewed.  
Examples of proposals for which such determination may be made include the 
following: 
  (1) Proposals which do not address the concerns covered in the guide 
entitled “Curriculum Changes” available on Curriculum Central;  
  (2) Proposals which have excessive grammatical or spelling errors; 
  (3) Proposals which have numerous blank or incomplete fields; 
  (4) Proposals with proposers who fail to respond in a timely manner to 
requests and inquiries from the Committee, its Chairperson, or any of its 
subcommittees. 
 

VII. Copy of College Catalogue 
 A request was made to provide each Committee member with a hard copy 
of the current College catalogue.  After discussion, it was decided that 
Chairman May would request that copies of the catalogue be made available, 
free of charge, for members who wanted a hard copy.  
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VIII. Announcements & Adjournment  

The meeting adjourned at 2:30 p.m. 

The next meeting will be at 1:30 p.m. on September 13, 2007, room to be 
determined. 

Note:  On September 7, 2007,Chairman May notified the Committee members via e-
mail that the September 13th meeting was cancelled and that the next 
Committee meeting would convene at 1:30 p.m. on October 4, 2007, in BS 107. 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Laurie Kuribayashi, Secretary. 


